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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the Project?

• Joint Effort

– Texas Historical 
Commission 

– Texas Department of 
Transportation

• Grant from Federal 
Highways 
Administration 

• Commemorate Historic 
Highways

• Heritage Tourism
Source: National Archives and Records Administration 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the Project?

• Goals

– Develop Historic 
Context

– Document Historic 
Buildings and 
Structures Along 
Bankhead Highway

– Make Information 
Available to Public

– Promote Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the Project?

• Survey all alignments 
of Bankhead Highway

– State Highway 1

– US 80 and US 67

• Please help us 
identify historic 
resources along 
highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the Bankhead Highway?

• Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC 
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

• Idea for route dates to 1916 by John Asa 
Rountree and Senator John H. Bankhead

Source: Birmingham AL Public Library



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the Bankhead Highway?

• Lincoln Highway from New 
York NY to San Francisco CA

• Other Highway Associations 
formed in 1910s



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

Who is Bankhead?

• Senator John Hollis 
Bankhead (1842-1920)

– U.S. Senator 1907-1920

– Promoted Good Roads

– Sponsored Federal-Aid 
Highway Act of 1916

Source: Library of Congress
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Who is Bankhead?

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead
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What is the route?
• Path finders

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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• Map

Source: Bygone Byways
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What is the route?

• Map

Source: Birmingham Public Library



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What is the route?
• Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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What is the route?
• Build the Highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the route?
• Build the Highway

Source: Internet Archive
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Why was the highway needed?
• Military Transportation

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Military Transportation

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why Was The Highway Needed?
• Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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Why was the highway needed?
• Tourism

Source: Dan Smith
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texarkana Gazette
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What are we doing?
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Google Maps
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What are we doing?
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Dan Smith
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Dan Smith
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Albany, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Wharton, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Strawn, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

West, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ringgold, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Rowlett, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway

What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Vicinity of Texarkana, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Rotan, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Merkel, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
• Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Google Maps
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

Source: Bygone Byways
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-faqs
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How can I participate?
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How can I participate?
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-links
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How can I participate?
Project Contact information

• Texas Historical Commission

– Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager

• Email: Leslie.Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us

• Phone: 512-463-3386

• Hardy·Heck·Moore, Inc.

– David Moore, Historian

• Email: dmoore@hhminc.com

• Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Thank you for coming!
• Questions?


